Lecture 4 – Alexander the Great and the Expansion of a Hellenistic World

Summary
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this class we examine the expansion of Greek language and learning during the Hellenistic Era, focusing on the conquests of Philip of Macedon and of his son Alexander the Great and the subsequent influence and expansion of Greek society and culture in the wake of their conquests. 

Vocabulary

Kobayashi Maru
Alexander the Great
Gordian Knot
Phrygia
Athens
Delian League
Sparta
Peloponnesian League
Great Peloponnesian War
Thebes
Macedonia
Philip of Macedon
Olympias
Hellenistic

Outline
Prologue: 	Captain James T. Kirk and the Kobayashi Maru Scenario (23rd century AD)
	Alexander the Great and the Legendary Story of the Gordian Knot (4th century BC)
	 
Greece in the Aftermath of the Greco-Persian Wars (5th century BC)
	Athens and the Formation of the Delian League
Evolution of Athenian Democracy
Sparta and the Peloponnesian League
Great Peloponnesian War (431-404 BC)

Greek Politics in the 4th Century
	“The Coin is Mightier than the Sword”: Persian Influence in 4th Century Greece
	Rise of the Greek Kingdom of Macedon
		Definition of “Hellenistic”
		Philip of Macedon (382-336 BC)
		Alexander the Great (356-323 BC)
			Family and Childhood
			Conquests: Greece, Persia, Egypt, Afghanistan, Egypt, India and Pakistan

Epilogue: The Rise of a Hellenistic Age  
